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Message from the President

NYACTE is an organization comprised of professionals from public or private
New York State colleges and universities preparing teachers and other professional
school personnel. Members work together as a professional organization to examine
ideas and develop best practices for teacher and professional education to inform
policy. Welcome to Excelsior: Leadership in Teaching and Learning, a publication of the
New York Association of Colleges for Teacher Education (NYACTE).

As I read this issue of Excelsior within the context of the continual raging debate
about our profession, I am struck by the juxtaposition of opposing forces and ideas.
As I write this, my email is filled with queries about the U.S. News and World Report
National Council on Teacher Quality (NCTQ) ratings project. This project purports to
“rate” teacher education programs, but there are significant questions being raised
regarding its methodological underpinnings including the reliability and validity of its
data sources, its research base, and its relationship to national standards and accreditation
expectations. In addition, Doug Lemov’s writing has garnered increasing attention from
the media and policy makers as he winnows the complex profession of teaching down to
“49 techniques.” Yet we know that these perspectives are not illustrative of the
multidimensionality of our profession and the transformative work in which many of us
have been involved.

In this issue of Excelsior, our eyes are opened to the perplexities of Lemov’s work in
Paul Vermette’s insightful critique. Lorrei DiCamillo and Nancy Bailey disseminate their
research findings about how to develop and support collaborative, interdisciplinary teaching
of teacher candidates and teacher education faculty. Joe Frey shares his thinking about the
possibilities and challenges for our profession as we strengthen and deepen the clinical
aspects of our teacher education programs in collaboration with our public school
colleagues. I would like to express my gratitude to all those who made this issue pos-
sible, thereby giving us a forum for the continual sharing of research and thought-
provoking commentary.

Kate DaBoll-Lavoie
President, NYACTE
Nazareth College



